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8 Sep 49 


UR 443 Sept 2 reporting conversation with representa- 
tive Ma Puefang, whieh Dept has rotd Canton. - 


For ur confidential info Dept fol with interest plans 


and capabllities regional leaders to oppose Commies. 


Because 


reported stability his regime until recently, strength his 
forces and geographic position, Ma Puefang has been considered 


one of most promising such leaders. 


However, recent reports 


of Commie sucesses in northwest and deterloration morale Ma's 
troops tend to cast doubt Ma's capability maintain sustained 


defense against Commies. 


Dept desires maintain frievidly 


interest Ma's plans capabilities without at this time committing 
US Govt to any direct assistance. 


Dept suggests that if Ma or his representative again 
approaches you, you state that you reported previous cenversa- 
tion to Dept which endorsed remarks you had made and expressed 


its interest in Ma's plans and. ca 
tained resistance to Commies. 
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